
Dear HFMM, 

I'd love to share about last's month's Latin Lattes & American Pies. It is a time and space that to our Umana-Anderson Family 
feels magical. It’s an opportunity to express our gratitude to our ministry partners in a concrete manner. In another sense, it 
feels magical because Valerie & Victor are there and able to feel the love and appreciation of people who have seen them grow 
up and who have loved their parents and maternal grandparents. Jennifer, a former Bible study student of mine when I was on 
furlough way back in 1995 hugged me and said: “I prayed for Valerie to come into existence when you were struggling with 
infertility. Look at those miracle kids now.” There are so many momentary encounters during the space of those 2-2 ½ hours 
that I treasure long afterward. It is magical, also in the sense that as a family, we feel celebrated and loved, prayed for, and 
appreciated. 

Latin Lattes is also an event for which I strive to communicate in a visual and experiential manner what God is doing in Latin 
America through Christian Camping International (CCI). We want people to see and grasp what they are part of through their 
prayers, donations, and hands on labor for those who come down on short-term missions trips. Being able to catch a glimpse of 
the grander plan God lets us participate in is a taste of what we will see fully once we get to heaven. In these “magical” 
moments, our prayer is that God gets all the glory for what He has done and will continue to do. 

Another magical part of this event is our Pgh. Home Team Advantage who does an outstanding job of promoting, organizing, 
and executing all the logistical details, which frees our family up to be completely “people-focused” that evening to enjoy 
everyone’s company. Thank you Pete Medure, Veronica Reilly, Rhonda & Wayne Coast, Amanda Wodzenski, and Carol Craig. 

Please check out our video (2.18min.) of Latin Lattes 2019! https://youtu.be/OSRuU9bJKrg 
This year, our focus was forward thinking, casting a vision for what God could do if we had a fully funded multi-cultural team of 
Latin American writers, editors, and publishers. I will be sharing more on that later. 

Some of the comments shared with us were: 

 “The entire evening was informative and thoroughly enjoyable.” 

 “The pyramid of layers of leadership development was new to me and super insightful. I was made 
aware of all the training and people involved and was so impressed. It shows the effort that goes into the 
kind of programming done by Christian Camping. The pyramid visual is one I'll always remember.” 

 “I was personally impacted by Valerie’s sharing of the unique aspects of the camp programs CCI teaches 
their leaders to use. She made it real and personal and made me grateful for counselors like her and the 
camp planning that allows such wonderful interaction between campers and counselors. These are life 
changing events for campers.” 

 “I was excited to know of all the other partner churches and see the great folks who are involved. 
Alfredo did a wonderful job introducing them and I liked people seeing the wide range of your support. I 
am grateful to be a participant in this ministry and able to meet with others who are just as enthusiastic. 
It is good to know that there are several churches working together to support the same project.” 

 “Victor is so winsome and broke the ice by getting us involved in sharing a special memory with someone 
new.” 

 “Saleem's interview of your family was, for me, the highlight of the night! It makes you all known to us 
and proud to be part of your ministry, since we see what effort, love and godliness is present in each of 
you. I felt God blessing you all and us with you!” 

 “The folks who planned the pie and coffee time were special. It was such fun to meet them and socialize 
over such great dessert and coffee!! I felt we were all joyful as we celebrated what has been done 
through you and yours and what will be done in future years.” 

 This comment really re-oriented my perspective on the event: “Regarding the evening... No need to 
break it down by category, nor is there a reason to rate performance... This is an evening where family 
and friends gather and where the love of Christ is present... The reason we’re all there is because of our 
love for you, your family, and the ministry you have been called to... We see God’s grace ever present as 



each of us take in what the Lord has put on your hearts to present to us. We are thankful for your 
faithfulness all these years and for the passion you have to lead a vital ministry such as CCI. What you did 
at Latin Lattes ( as you do each year) is draw us into lives of those serving and being served... The 
personal connections are what grab hold of us. Why? Because of the love we see freely shared with 
those need of God’s saving grace made available in Christ... So how did it go? 10 out of 10... The Lord 
brought your world to us through the work of the Holy Spirit in you... Thank you for your Kingdom work 
throughout Latin America...”. 

In terms of financial results, praise the Lord for the $2986.00 that was given that evening or shortly thereafter directly to United 
World Mission. Other great news is that of the 20 sponsors that we are seeking to fully fund a team of writers/editors/publishers 
, 4 individuals and one church has responded! Yes! Five down and 15 sponsorships to go!! THANK YOU JESUS! 

We celebrate what God has done these last 4 years of Latin Lattes & American Pies and anticipate God showing us something 
new next year before we return to the mission field in Aug. 2020. 

With grateful hearts for God’s gift of “magical moments”, 

Lisa, Alfredo, Valerie, Victor 

  

PS. For those of you who were not able to partner with us financially at Latin Lattes 2019, you may do so now, if the Lord 
prompts you. 

Donate online: Here's the direct link to my donor page; 

http://uwm.org/missionaries/27191/ 

UWM also has the availability of doing a transfer directly from your bank account, which saves fees as well as helps to mitigate 
against donations failing due to an expiration date. 

Donate via phone call: 

My mission's (United World Mission)  toll free number is 1-800-825-5896 and they'd be glad to take the donation over the 
phone, too, if that makes it easier for you.  You can also go securely on to our website at www.uwm.org & give online.   
Donate by mailing a check to United World Mission: 

Address:  
United World Mission 

205 Regency Executive Park Dr. 

Charlotte, NC 28217, USA 

 


